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Local California Association of REALTORS® Donates Money to Fair Housing Program

Aliso Viejo, CA—The Orange County Association of REALTORS® (OCAR) today joined the fight against housing discrimination.
“As REALTORS® we support an individual’s right to equal access to the home of their choice.  So we are proud to donate $2,500.00 to the Fair Housing Council of Orange County to support their tremendous efforts to ensure all homebuyers are treated equally,” said Jeannie Luong, a local REALTOR® and Chairwoman of the Equal Opportunity / Cultural Diversity Committee at OCAR.

The money donated today will go to support the “Fair Housing Partners’ Program and the 2005 Fair Housing calendar, a project that educates 5th and 6th grade students in Orange County about diversity, fair housing laws, and housing discrimination.
“Students submit posters depicting what they learn during the program.  Some of these are absolutely stunning—both for their artwork and for how well they comprehend the importance of the issue.  You see the calendar and realize why homeownership is part of the American dream.  It is the center of family life in the eyes of these kids,” said Luong.

Winning posters are printed on the following year’s Fair Housing Calendar and distributed to more than 3,000 housing industry businesses, government officials and regulatory agencies.  

The Orange County Association of REALTORS® is the third largest local REALTOR® association in California with over 10,000 members and affiliates.  With offices in Laguna Hills and Huntington Beach, OCAR works to promote the preservation of real property rights and serves its membership by providing programs and services that enhance members’ freedom to conduct their individual businesses with the utmost integrity and competency. 
About the Fair Housing Council of Orange County

The Fair Housing Council of Orange County is a private, nonprofit organization formed in 1965 in the wake of the civil rights movement that resulted in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The agency incorporated in 1968, the same year that Congress extended civil rights protections to cover housing with the adoption of the Fair Housing Act. Under the direction of a 16 member volunteer board of directors and with a paid staff of 16, the agency works to fulfill a mission of fostering diversity and eliminating housing discrimination in Orange County. Contracting with local governments to provide fair housing services to all Orange County residents, the agency provides comprehensive community and industry education, individual counseling, mediation, low-cost advocacy and handles more than 550 issues concerning housing discrimination each year. The Fair Housing Council also recently expanded it programs to include comprehensive education programs for housing providers, property managers, lenders and real estate professionals. For more information, call 800/698-FAIR or 714/569-0823 or visit www.fairhousingoc.org.
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